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eeeeo TFW LTE 10:49 AM @ 7 81% a> 
Messages (20) Group MMS Details 
To: +1 (229) 726-4& 4 more.. 
Today 


We are at the hospital. Having a 
baby today! She has dilated to 
between 5-6. 


7 Ibs. 11 oz. 


Well | don't know Yall but me 


O] Send 


Submitted photos 


WRONG NUMBER: Teresa Lashley sent a group text message “Saturday [at] about 
lunch” to what she thought was a handful of those who were already near and dear 
to her. 


eeeoo TFW LTE 10:49 AM @ 7 81% > 


Messages (20) Group MMS Details 


To: +1 (229) 7264 & 4 more... 


So sweet! Love his name! 
Congrats! 


ae 

Lol 0687 you are cracking me 
up!!! Sorry you got caught up in 
the baby birthing!! 


Keg Send 


MIX-UP: An adorable photo of Teresa gazing adoringly down at Carson as he was 
wrapped in a hospital blanket followed, along with another message. 


ecooeo TFW LTE 10:49 AM © 7 80% WE) 


Messages (20) Group MMS Details 


To: +1 (229) 726- B & 4 more... 
—————>>=EE|E|E=“]“_ N 
So sweet! Love his name! 


Congrats! 


Lol 0687 you are cracking me 
up!!! Sorry you got caught up in 
the baby birthing!! 


Lol lol 


130 come on and see us. 


Kei Send 


"WE HAVE GIFTS': At this point, this story went from good to great. “Nah that’s 
Okay,” they said, “what’s the room number? We have gifts. 


Verizon = 12:02 PM 


< 


| accidentally text a message about Mark and Lindsey 
having a baby to a number | had in my phone for someone 
else which now belongs to Mr. Dennis Williams and he and 
his brother came by to visit us and brought the baby a gift! 
What a blessing these two guys were to our family. They 
were so sweet and kind to do this! You 2 are great guys and 
thank you for giving to someone you didn't know! Many 
blessing | pray for you. | think his brother was Derrius 
Williams. Cason Knox, Lindsey, & Mark Lashley thanks you. 
Please share this with anyone you know and hopefully these 
guys will see. If we all only had this kind of heart. 


@ Write a comment... © 


= S | œo 


News Feed 


HAPPY ENDING: As it turns out, not only did the brothers see, but so did the whole 
world. The posts quickly went viral, and the story was picked up by major news 
outlets around the world. 


On 
KT photo | Tim Bath 


House of Burgess: Wrong phone 
number goes right 


Brothers deliver baby gifts to strangers 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune columnist 


Teresa Lashley sent a group text message “Saturday [at] about lunch” to 
what she thought was a handful of those who were already near and dear to 


her. 


She was at Memorial Hospital and Manor in Bainbridge, Georgia, on the 
occasion of the birth of her grandson, Carson, to her son, Mark, and his 


wife, Lindsey. 


“We are at the hospital,” she typed. “Having a baby today! She has dilated 


to between 5-6.” 


One of the numbers she had included responded. 


“Congrats lol but I think someone got the wrong number,” they responded. 


An adorable photo of Teresa gazing adoringly down at Carson as he was 


wrapped in a hospital blanket followed, along with another message. 


“7 Ibs. 11 oz.,” she said. 


The wrong number texted back. 


“Well I don’t know y’all but me and the boys will be [through] to take a 


picture with the baby,” they said. 


Others chimed in with sincere congratulations, seemingly oblivious to the 


hilarity unfolding. 


“So sweet! Love his name! Congrats!” they said. 


Someone finally recognized what was happening. 


“You are cracking me up!” they said. “Sorry you got caught up in all this 


baby birthing!” 


At this point, this story went from good to great. 


“Nah that’s okay,” they said, “what’s the room number? We have gifts.” 


A photo of what happened next was posted by Teresa to Facebook, along 


with screenshots of the text message exchange which had preceded it. 


“T accidentally [texted] a message about Mark and Lindsey having a baby to 
a number I had in my phone for someone else which now belongs to Mr. 
Dennis Williams,” she wrote. “He and his brother [Deorick] came by to visit 
us and brought the baby a gift! What a blessing these two guys were to our 
family. You [two] are great guys and thank you for giving to someone that 
you didn’t know! Many blessings I pray for you. ... Please share this with 
anyone you know and hopefully these guys will see. If we all only had this 


kind of heart.” 


As it turns out, not only did the brothers see, but so did the whole world. 
The posts quickly went viral, and the story was picked up by major news 
outlets around the world. When I first encountered this story over the 
weekend, the screenshots of the group text message contained Teresa’s 
phone number. On a whim, I decided to send a text message to this number, 
just to see what would happen. I explained who I was. I told her I wanted to 
see if I could ask a few questions for fact-checking purposes. Amazingly, 


Teresa graciously responded. 


“They brought diapers, bottles and a pacifier,” she told me. 


(At Teresa’s request, I am not reproducing her phone number or any other 


personal details about her or her son’s family here.) 


I love this story. I am so glad it exists. What begins as an accident becomes 
more authentic than most intentional acts. There is a concept in 
improvisational comedy called “yes, and.” This maxim states you accept the 
premise of the situation presented wholeheartedly — whatever it is, without 


questioning the merits - and then build upon that conceit. 


“You are supposed to agree and then add something of your own,” wrote 
Tina Fey in her book, “Bossypants.” “To me ‘yes, and’ means don’t be afraid 
to contribute. It’s your responsibility to contribute. Always make sure you’re 


adding something to the discussion. Your initiations are worthwhile.” 


I don’t know anyone who couldn’t benefit from embracing that impulse. 


Rob Burgess, Tribune night editor, may be reached by calling 765-454-8577, 
via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter at 


twitter.com/robaburg. 


